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chief political-parties, the experts of English society in foreign politics, had united in the conviction that Germany was the common enemy. This was in accordance with the political principle practised by the English for centuries.
As usual there was a certain interval between the change of front on the part of the political wire-pullers and its public expression. Then followed the working up of the English public on a grand scale; the tendency of this campaign might be represented by the battle-cry " Germaniam esse delendam," under which heading The Saturday Review wrote the following notable sentences in 1897:
" Bismarck has long realized what the English people are also beginning at last to see, that there are in Europe two great irreconcilable forces opposed to one another, two great nations who would like to make the whole world their domain, and exact commercial tribute from it. England . . . and Germany r . . the German commercial traveller and the English trader . . . are competing with one another in every corner of the globe. ... A million petty worries are creating the greatest casus belli which the world has ever seen. If Germany was exterminated from the world to-morrow there would not be an Englishman in the world the day after who was not so much the richer. Nations have fought for years for a town, for a right of succession; must they not go to war for an annual trade of five milliards? "
If one gives to such prophetic utterances, which were not isolated, but the leaders of a thousand-voiced